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This Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) Oral History Project began as a key 
component of a cross-listed Boise State University course, Intro to LGBTQ Studies (GEN 380, 
HIS 381, SOC 497). Dr. Riley Caldwell-O’Keefe taught the course and designed the project as 
an interactive learning tool to help students understand LGBTQ history, with special emphasis 
on Idaho history, and the impacts of this history on local individuals. In addition to this history 
and context, students learned interviewing techniques throughout the semester. We discussed 
ethical considerations and obtained Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval for the project. 
Throughout the process, we worked with Boise State Special Collections and Archives librarians, 
Alan Virta and Cheryl Oestreicher. The culmination and digital release of the collection would 
have been impossible without them. We are thrilled and honored to offer these first-person 
insights which help provide a more well-rounded and comprehensive story of Idaho history. 
 
Name: Rick Ramos 
 
Biography: Rick Ramos was born in Santa Monica, lived in Venice Beach, and has been in 
Idaho for three years. He was the youngest of three; his father married three times and had a 
child with each wife. He grew up in a beach town community, where his mother worked as a 
hairdresser and his father worked on a loading dock. He was never attracted to women and he 
came out to his mother when she asked if he was gay. Ramos discusses sexuality in the pre-
AIDS era, homophobic employers in California, and his involvement and mentoring with the 
United Church of Christ. He describes the differences in gay culture and life between California 
and Idaho.  
 
Keywords: AIDS, United Church of Christ, Lion’s Pride, a.l.p.h.a., The Community Center, 
California, Festival of the Trees, homophobia, transgender, 1980s, women 
 
Interview date: December 4, 2011 
Interviewer: Chuck Aguilera 
Interview duration: 25:13 
City: Boise 
 
Timed Notation: 
0:00 Introduction and beginning of interview 
0:25 Name, place of birth 
0:57 Early childhood, family 
2:00 Earliest recollection of sexual identity 
3:20 Coming out story 
4:05 Being young and being gay 
4:47 I ask Rick about his heterosexual relationships 
5:43 Take on the LGBTQ community in Idaho 
6:59 Compares lifestyles of LGBTQ in California versus Idaho 
7:40 More discussion of the differences between California and Idaho 
9:15 Venice Beach gay scene 
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10:05 Homophobia in Idaho and California 
10:50 The most significant person in Rick’s life 
13:07 Lions Pride and the First United Church of Christ, a group accepting of the LGBTQ 
community 
14:25 Vision on the future of the LGBTQ community 
19:38 Take on gay slurs and how they are either ok or not ok 
22:30 Experience in early 1980’s and AIDS 
24:00 Issues with the LGBTQ community 
26:40 Circle of friends “fag hag” 
28:30 Coming out today 
 Segment # 2 
0:20 Rick likes the diversity of the LGBTQ community here in Boise 
3:24 More on the “Fag Hag” 
4:00 Wrap-up 
4:45 Churches that use the Community Center 
7:00 Rick’s final take 
 
 
 
 
 
